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• “Anonymous” attendees will not 
show up on engagement report

• Questions via the Q&A box 
(microphones are muted)
✓ Attribution if name included
✓ Anonymous if name not included

• Type questions at anytime



• Session being recorded & will be available
• Two (2) PDH/CEU’s available for those attending 

the entire session 
• Email Gail D’Avino (gdavino@dot.ga.gov) by 

August 3 to request a certificate – include
✓ Name as you would like it to appear
✓ Name of your employer

mailto:gdavino@dot.ga.gov


• Joint Coordination Procedures: Streamlining 
Consultation with FHWA & USFWS – Chris Goodson

• Ecology Post-Construction Stormwater Report –
Dave Hedeen, Brad McManus, and Sarah Jones

• Wrap-Up and Key Takeaways
• Q&A



Chris Goodson, GDOT



Background

• Executed initially in June 2003

• Amended in January 2007 and June 
2018…and January 27, 2021!

• Working on revisions since 2014

2021 Signatories

• GDOT

• FHWA

• USFWS

• GADNR-WRD

Regulatory Coverage

• Endangered Species Act

• No Effect

• Programmatic No Effect (Appendix A)

• Informal Section 7

• Formal Section 7

• Section 7 Re-initiation

• Early Coordination & Technical 
Assistance

• Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act

• Migratory Bird Treaty Act

• Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act

• Georgia Wildflower Preservation Act

• Georgia Endangered Wildlife Act



I. Administrative Agreement

II. Appendix A – Acronyms

III. Appendix B – Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)

a. Early Coordination & Technical Assistance

b. No Effect and Informal Section 7 Consultation

c. Formal Section 7 Consultation

d. Re-Initiation of Section 7 Consultation

e. Fish & Wildlife Coordination Act

f. Migratory Birds & Bats on Drainage Structures

g. Bald & Golden Eagle Protection Act

IV. Appendix C – Monitoring Report Schedule

Practitioners should focus 
on understanding SOPs



• GNAHRGIS (GADNR-WRD) – Rare 
occurrences within 3 miles of 
environmental survey boundary

• IPaC (USFWS) – Species ranges 
within environmental survey boundary 
(no longer use county lists)

• Upload ESB shapefile instead of 
county list for both GNAHRGIS & IPaC

How to InitiateWhen to Initiate

• Beginning of Resource Identification

• Prior to conducting field surveys

• Every time a project is reevaluated
- Official GNAHRGIS requests only needed 

when state species added to unofficial list

GNAHRGIS – https://ecology.gnahrgis.org/Home/

IPaC – https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/

HUC10 – https://www.fws.gov/athens/transportation/Watersheds.html

https://ecology.gnahrgis.org/Home/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/
https://www.fws.gov/athens/transportation/Watersheds.html


Creating a Target Species List

1. Southern Elktoe

2. Delicate Spike

3. Inflated Spike

4. Alligator Snapping Turtle

5. Atlantic White-Cedar

State Species

1. Gopher Tortoise

2. Gulf Moccasinshell

3. Oval Pigtoe

4. Purple Bankclimber

5. Shiny-rayed Pocketbook

6. Fringed Campion

7. Pondberry

8. Relict Trillium

Federal Species*^

* Federal species in GNAHRGIS, but not IPaC → include in ERS-
AOE Report; State species outside USFWS consultation range

^ Include NOAA species identified in IPaC or USFWS HUC10 List



Agency Project Recommendations



Assessing Aquatic & Terrestrial Passage

• FWCA SOP requires assessment of wildlife passage

• Capture pictures of drainage structure from upstream and downstream



New Templates & Supporting Documentation

• Programmatic Assessment Worksheet (PAW)

- Used to cover minor project activities (i.e., safety and maintenance)

• Updated ERS-AOE General and Minor Report Templates

• Development of Ecology Stormwater Report

• New Programmatic Categorical Exclusion (PCE) Agreement



Assessing Effects on Species

• Effect determinations based on IPaC consultation keys or EDGES, if available

• Include completed IPaC key/EDGES as appendix to ERS-AOE Report

EDGES – https://www.sas.usace.army.mil/Regulatory/Permitting/EDGES/

IPaC – https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/

https://www.sas.usace.army.mil/Regulatory/Permitting/EDGES/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/


Endangered Species Act – Programmatic Determinations

• Programmatic Determinations typically require significantly reduced documentation

• Programmatic No Effect (PNE) project activities defined by zones (Table 1)

• Each PNE activity has species exceptions (Table 2)

• Activities not resulting in a PNE may qualify for a Programmatic May Affect (PMA) 
Determination (Table 3)

- May still qualify for a programmatic determination with special provisions

• New PMAs may be developed at any time (i.e., bridge maintenance activities)



Endangered Species Act – No Effect and Informal Section 7

• A project file will be created in IPaC

- Add project team members

- Submit through IPaC, as well as via email

• No Effect Determinations

- GDOT makes ‘no effect’ determinations 

- Upload ERS-AOE Report to IPaC and copy Lead Federal Agency

- No agency response required (down from 3 weeks)

• May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect (Informal Section 7)

- GDOT makes ‘may effect, not likely to adversely affect’ determinations

- GDOT upload ERS-AOE Report to IPaC and copy Lead Federal Agency

- Concurrent reviews by Lead Federal Agency and USFWS

- 21 calendar day agency review period (down from 7 weeks)

- Agency comments suspend/reset review clock based on nature of comments



Endangered Species Act – Formal Section 7

• A project file will be created in IPaC

- Add project team members

- Submit through IPaC, as well as via email

• May Affect, Likely to Adversely Affect (Formal Section 7)

- GDOT “recommends” ‘may affect, likely to adversely affect’ determinations

- Upload ERS-AOE Report and Biological Assessment to IPaC and copy FHWA

- FHWA:

• Provide comments or initiate FS7 with USFWS within 21 calendar days

- USFWS:

• Notify of completeness within 21 calendar days

• Provide Biological Opinion within 90 calendar days (down from 135 days)



Endangered Species Act – Reinitiating Section 7

• Update IPaC determination keys

- Have the species list or designated critical habitat, minimization measures, or effect 
determinations changed?

• No: Document and update project file in IPaC; No agency review necessary

• Yes: Agency review within 21 calendar days



Endangered Species Act – Reinitiating Section 7

• Update IPaC determination keys

- Have the species list or designated critical habitat, minimization measures, or effect 
determinations changed?

• No: Document and update project file in IPaC; No agency review necessary

• Yes: Agency review within 21 calendar days

• IPaC determination keys unavailable

- Re-initiation not required if all are true:

1. Species list or critical habitat has not changed

2. Project changes will not alter Environmental Survey Boundary (ESB)

3. Project changes do not result in different answers in EDGES

- Otherwise, request project-specific guidance from Lead Federal Agency & USFWS

• Update IPaC project file



Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act

• Not Required if:

1. Impacts are to a resource not considered a Water of the U.S.

2. Impacts are to ephemerals, open waters, and wetlands (except when bisecting high 
quality wetlands)

3. Impacts to individual water resources that result in less than 100 linear feet or 0.1 
acre of impact

• Programmatic Coordination

1. Connectivity Criteria: Entirety of structure accommodates aquatic and terrestrial 
wildlife passage (e.g., non-riprap path underneath bridge via plan note)

2. Water Quality Criteria: Treatment of stormwater runoff resulting in 60% removal of 
Total Suspended Solids (TSS) (Reference feasibility in Ecology Stormwater Report)

• Project-Specific Coordination

1. Concurrent reviews by FHWA and USFWS

2. 21 calendar day agency review period (down from 7 weeks)



Endangered Species Act

• Standardization of effect determinations through IPaC determination keys/EDGES

• Expanded programmatic determination activities with no agency review period

• No agency review period for ‘no effect’ determinations

• Reduced Informal & Formal Section 7 agency review periods

• Clear guidance for re-initiating Early Coordination and Section 7 Consultations
Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act

• Clear guidance for which impacts to water resources require agency coordination

• Reduced project-specific agency review period

• Programmatic coordination options with no agency review period

General
• More clarity and predictability

• Reduced agency review timelines

• Increased opportunities to recover project schedules

• Opportunities for improved environmental outcomes





Chris Goodson
Georgia Department of 

Transportation

Ecology Section Manager

cgoodson@dot.ga.gov
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